Great Air Rally of South America 2011
GARSA 2011
Event Briefing

Welcome to the GARSA 2011.  The event will be flown in accordance with Visual Flight Rules (VFR) in Visual Meteorological Conditions (VMC) and Instrument Flight Rules (IFR), by day and night and using VOR / NDB NAVAIDS and “dead reckoning”.  Information regarding flying in accordance with VFR can be found on the GARSA 2011 web site under the “Visual Flight Rules” link.  Further information about flying using VOR / NDB NAVAIDs can be found in the Flying Lessons and Training Centre section of FS9 and the Learning Centre section of FSX.  Note: For the purposes of the event, all pilots are deemed to hold a command instrument rating or night VFR rating and all aircraft are deemed suitably equipped for such operations.
A set of Flight Situation files have been provided for each Flight Leg relative to the FS version being used (see the separate instructions on how to install these files).  These files have you established at the end of the designated operating Runway for the prevailing weather conditions at a specified date / time.  This date / time is the ‘virtual’ date / time the event is conducted under.  All you have to do is select your aircraft of choice, make adjustments to fuel and payload based on specified Flight Leg Briefing instructions and / or your individual flight planning, conduct any Pre-Flight Checklists, as necessary, and when you are ready, commence your take-off roll.  Those participants who wish to start from a ‘cold and dark’ situation and / or ramp parking areas (there aren’t too many Gates out here), re-position your aircraft accordingly.  You should also consider a minor adjustment to the clock, e.g. T minus (-) 15 mins, where T is the designated Take-Off Time in the situation file.  If individual flight planning and operating aircraft type necessitate a change to the departing Runway, participants can also taxi or re-position the aircraft accordingly.  Note: In some situations, this may introduce a significant crosswind on Take-Off.
For those that are not use to Pre-Flight Checklists, it is suggested some basic attention, at least, be given to radio navigation frequencies.  If nothing else, it might save you some frustration, particularly in not having to re-fly a Flight Leg due to some overlooked error.  For those that are occasionally prone to a wheels up landing (because it’s better than the brakes), an Approach Checklist might also be in order.
The navigation data provided in the following Flight Briefings are only suggested, but designed to get you to the destination airport, subject to individual flying abilities.  Participants may use whatever flight planning details they choose, provided that, where a Flight Leg has multiple sectors, those sector waypoints must be flown.  Note: Participants can choose whatever approach type, ILS (if you are lucky), VOR, NDB, etc, they like.  The individual Target Time includes a component based on a 12 nm circuit comprising a downwind, crosswind and final approach segments.  See also the section on Airport Approaches under the “Visual Flight Rules” link.
Finally, thanks for joining us and participating in the GARSA 2011, good luck, I hope you enjoy the event and, most of all, Have Fun.
Andrew Godden
Rally Director, GARSA 2011
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GARSA 2011
Flight Briefing, Flight Leg 1 – 1430 hrs, 01 Sep 11
Bogota (SKBO) – Ocana (SKOC)
Bogota, the capital of Colombia, and the start point for the inaugural GARSA.  With the arrival of the Spanish, Bogota became a major colonial settlement, established in 1538, and later capital of the Spanish provinces.  In 1717, it became the seat of the Viceroyalty of New Granada, mainly incorporating modern day Colombia, Ecuador, Panama and Venezuela.  Today, with a population of just under 10 million and with it’s numerous universities and libraries, it has become known as “The Athens of South America”.
After a few days of final preparations for the Rally, the Rally contingent sets off on an organised local tourist expedition before the flying begins.  A highlight of this tour is a visit to the famous “Salt Cathedral of Zipaquira”.  The “cathedral” is a Roman Catholic church built within the tunnels of a salt mine 200 metres underground in a halite mountain near the town of Zipaquira, 49 km north of Bogota.  The original cathedral was inaugurated in 1954 after four years of construction and had a capacity of 8,000 people but was closed in 1990 due to safety concerns.  In 1991, construction began on a new “cathedral”, 200 feet under the original.  This new “cathedral” was inaugurated in 1995 and is a functioning church with Sunday services that receives as many as 3,000 visitors on Sundays.
Back to the Rally.  From our start point in Bogota, we head north to Ocana.  Ocana is primarily an agricultural and livestock area, with commerce, small industry and mining also as part of it’s economic activities.

The first day of the GARSA and Flight Leg 1 provides a familiar ‘shake down’ flight of 226 nm from Bogota (SKBO) to Ocana (SKOC).  This flight should ease you into VOR / NDB navigation techniques.  For those who have never flown at altitude in a piston engined aircraft, it will be a good introduction and for those who have, it will quickly reacquaint you with everything you need to remember.  That’s all I will say, the rest is up to you and your flight planning, and as the old adage goes: “Time spent in the planning is never wasted.”.  Good luck.

	Leg
	Departure Time
	From
	To
	Leg Distance (Total)
	Sector Distance
	Directions
	Special Comments

	1
	1430 hrs
	SKBO
	SKOC
	226 nm


	50 nm

93 nm

83 nm
	Dpt Rwy 13L.

Navigate to Waypoint 1 – SKFR.

Navigate to Waypoint 2 – EJA VOR.

Navigate to SKOC.
	Nil.
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GARSA 2011
Flight Briefing, Flight Leg 2 – 0630 hrs, 02 Sep 11
Ocana (SKOC) to Malaga (SKLA)
Flight Leg 2 takes us from Ocana (SKOC) to Malaga (SKLA).  Not to be confused with Malaga, on the Costa del Sol, in southern Spain, you will be hard pushed to find out much at all about this Malaga.  Only a brief stop for us though, as there is insufficient parking for the aircraft.
The only things you will need to know are, this is the trickiest approach in the GARSA, pack a cut lunch (maybe sardines and onion sandwiches and a crisp bottle of Chardonnay to wash it down with), and hitting a 500lb tapir or peccary on the runway will be bad for your day.
	Leg
	Departure Time
	From
	To
	Leg Distance (Total)
	Sector Distance
	Directions
	Special Comments

	2
	0630 hrs
	SKOC
	SKLA
	103 nm


	103 nm
	Dpt Rwy 01.

Navigate to SKLA.
	SKLA.  Right base circuits required when Rwy 33 in operation.  No circling west of Rwy 15 / 33.
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GARSA 2011
Flight Briefing, Flight Leg 3 – 1400 hrs, 02 Sep 11
Malaga (SKLA) to Yaguarito (SK53)
Flight Leg 3 takes us from the heights of the Andes mountains to the Los Llanos, the great Colombian – Venezuelan plain, and the rural area around Yaguarito (SK53).  The eastern side of the Los Llanos is bordered by the Orinoco River (the border with Venezuela).  Contrary to opinion, “Orinoco Flow”, the first single from the 1988 album “Watermark” by Enya, is not about the Orinoco River.
Note:  SK53 (SK0B in FS9).
	Leg
	Departure Time
	From
	To
	Leg Distance (Total)
	Sector Distance
	Directions
	Special Comments

	3
	1400 hrs
	SKLA
	SK53
	190 nm


	86 nm
104 nm
	Dpt Rwy 15.

Navigate to Waypoint 1 – SKYP.

Navigate to SK53.
	SKLA.  Right base circuits required when Rwy 33 in operation.  No circling west of Rwy 15 / 33.
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GARSA 2011
Flight Briefing, Flight Leg 4 – 0800 hrs, 03 Sep 11
Yaguarito (SK53) to Pitalito (SKPI)
Moving on, we “head for the hills” again on Flight Leg 4 and to the small town of Pitalito (SKPI) .
Note:  SK53 (SK0B in FS9).
There is a MANDATORY “touch and go” to be performed at SKNV.  READ THE FOLLOWING FLIGHT BRIEFING CAREFULY.
	Leg
	Departure Time
	From
	To
	Leg Distance (Total)
	Sector Distance
	Directions
	Special Comments

	4
	0800 hrs
	SK53
	SKPI
	208 nm


	130 nm

78 nm
	Dpt Rwy 07.
Navigate to Waypoint 1 – SKNV.

Enter circuit and conduct a “touch and go” on the active Rwy at SKNV.

Navigate to SKPI.
	SKPI.  Beware the high terrain north of Rwy 06 / 24.
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GARSA 2011
Flight Briefing, Flight Leg 5 – 1600 hrs, 03 Sep 11
Pitalito (SKPI) to Ipiales (SKIP)
After a festive lunch (and a few “slurps” of the local brew) put on by the locals in the town square, we are off on Flight Leg 5 from Pitalito (SKPI) to Ipiales (SKIP) to round out the third day of flying.  Ipiales is known as “la ciudad de las nubes verdes” (the city of the green clouds) because of the green clouds that sometimes appear over the city, especially in the afternoon.  Now, I don’t know about you, but I always thought that green clouds and flying don’t mix.  Anyway, here’s hoping.

The end of this Flight Leg has us at the half way mark and will see us enjoy a rest day in Ipiales.  During this rest day, we will visit the Las Lajas Sanctuary, a basilica church of Gothic revival architecture, built from 1916 to 1949 inside the canyon of the Guaitara River.
	Leg
	Departure Time
	From
	To
	Leg Distance (Total)
	Sector Distance
	Directions
	Special Comments

	5
	1600 hrs
	SKPI
	SKIP
	115 nm
	115 nm
	Dpt Rwy 24.

Navigate to SKIP.
	SKPI.  Beware the high terrain north of Rwy 06 / 24.
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GARSA 2011
Flight Briefing, Flight Leg 6 – 0930 hrs, 05 Sep 11
Ipiales (SKIP) to Cali (SKCL)
Flight Leg 6 takes us from Ipiales (SKIP) to Cali (SKCL).  Cali is located in the Cauca River valley and was established in 1536 by the Spanish conquistador, Sebastian de Belalcazar.  It is the third largest city in Colombia and has one of the fastest growing economies and infrastructure in the country due to it’s geographical location.
Of tragic note in Cali’s history, is a disaster in 1956 that killed over 1,000 people.  On August 7, 1956, at approximately 1.00am, seven Colombian army trucks filled with 42 tons of dynamite exploded near the train station, destroying around eight city blocks.  A nearby army barracks was instantly destroyed, killing all 500 soldiers.  Windows were shattered for miles and over 1,000 people were killed and several thousand injured.
	Leg
	Departure Time
	From
	To
	Leg Distance (Total)
	Sector Distance
	Directions
	Special Comments

	6
	0930 hrs
	SKIP
	SKCL
	179 nm


	179 nm
	Dpt Rwy 06.

Navigate to SKCL.
	Nil.
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GARSA 2011
Flight Briefing, Flight Leg 7 – 1700 hrs, 05 Sep 11
Cali (SKCL) to Medellin (SKMD)
From Cali (SKCL) we continue north to Medellin (SKMD).  Medellin was founded in 1616, is the second largest city for both population and economy, and is the top industrial city in the country.  We will enjoy “a night on the town” in Medellin and an afternoon departure for tomorrow’s Flight Leg.

However, before that, with a late departure from Cali, we have a race against time and failing light to navigate to San Marino (SK54) and execute the “touch and go” on an unlit airfield.
Note:  There is a MANDATORY “touch and go” to be performed at SK54 (SK0C in FS9).  READ THE FOLLOWING FLIGHT BRIEFING CAREFULY.
	Leg
	Departure Time
	From
	To
	Leg Distance (Total)
	Sector Distance
	Directions
	Special Comments

	7
	1700 hrs
	SKCL
	SKMD
	168 nm


	54 nm

114 nm
	Dpt Rwy 01.

Navigate to Waypoint 1 – SK54.

Enter circuit and conduct a “touch and go” on the active Rwy at SK54.

Navigate to SKMD.
	Nil.
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GARSA 2011
Flight Briefing, Flight Leg 8 – 1300 hrs, 06 Sep 11
Medellin (SKMD) to Necocli (SKNC)
After a night in Medellin and exploring the local nightlife, Flight Leg 8 from Medellin (SKMD) to Necocli (SKNC) continues our tour north towards the Caribbean Sea, bringing us closer to the end of the Rally.  Necocli presents us with the shortest airfield in the Rally, at 2732’, but at near AMSL, it shouldn’t present too much of a problem.  Other than that, there is not much else to say about Necocli.
	Leg
	Departure Time
	From
	To
	Leg Distance (Total)
	Sector Distance
	Directions
	Special Comments

	8
	1300 hrs
	SKMD
	SKNC
	152 nm
	152 nm
	Dpt Rwy 19.

Navigate to SKNC.
	Nil.
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GARSA 2011
Flight Briefing, Flight Leg 9 – 1530 hrs, 06 Sep 11
Necocli (SKNC) to Santa Marta (SKSM)
With the final leg beckoning and the end of the day descending on us, we head off on Flight Leg 9, Necocli (SKNC) to Santa Marta (SKSM).  Founded in 1525, Santa Marta is the oldest remaining city in Colombia.  Situated between the Santa Marta Mountains and the Caribbean Sea, the city is a popular tourist destination due to its history, colonial architecture, beaches, and nearby nature reserves.  In recent years, the city has been somewhat affected by the Colombian Armed Conflict, by becoming a destination for large numbers of people displaced by the paramilitary groups operating in the area.
Depending on your arrival time, you may get a magnificent view of the sunset over the Caribbean Sea on finals into Santa Marta.
	Leg
	Departure Time
	From
	To
	Leg Distance (Total)
	Sector Distance
	Directions
	Special Comments

	9
	1630 hrs
	SKNC
	SKSM
	220 nm
	220 nm
	Dpt Rwy 34.

Navigate to SKSM.


	Nil.
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GARSA 2011
Flight Briefing, Flight Leg 10 – 1800 hrs, 06 Sep 11
Santa Marta (SKSM) to Cartagena (SKCG)
The final leg of the GARSA.  Flight Leg 10 takes us on a short leisurely hop down the coast from Santa Marta (SKSM) to Cartagena (SKCG).  The magnificent colonial walled city and fortress stands prominently above modern day Cartagena.  Often named “The Door of the Americas”, Cartagena is the commercial and touristic hub of Colombia, but after such an event as the GARSA, all you are concerned about is relaxing.  Maybe another Pimm’s, “G&T” or “Bundy” and coke is in order and then some.
	Leg
	Departure Time
	From
	To
	Leg Distance (Total)
	Sector Distance
	Directions
	Special Comments

	10
	1900 hrs
	SKSM
	SKCG
	86 nm


	35 nm

51 nm
	Dpt Rwy 18.

Navigate to Waypoint 1 – SKBQ.

Navigate to SKCG.
	Nil.
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GARSA 2011
Event Debriefing and End of Event

Ah, Cartagena, you sigh, and the end of the inaugural GARSA, as you sit back and look out over picturesque Cartagena Harbour and the Caribbean Sea.  Your thoughts reflect on the event, the perilous altitude, and encounters with the various indigenous people.  You briefly contemplate next year’s event, wondering whether your nerves can withstand another high altitude event or the perilous jungle landing strips, but that is a thought for later.  For now it’s a few cold drinks and “tinnies” with your mates and many a story and tall tale from the last six days of flying.

Thank you for joining us for the GARSA 2011 and we hope to see you again.

Andrew Godden

Rally Director, GARSA 2011
